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*MURDER OF * ASHWORTH « AT DENVER, GHIEF OF POLICE RUSSELL’'S STATEMENT. THE: KILLING “OR- THE- CHINAMAN
W. R. Hearst, the Journal, New Yorl: te gl (TR ! AT COLFAX. CAL
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The confegelon of Albert Heuse Downen, eomprising twenty-five separate and distinet ecases, is straight so
far a8 we have been able to verify it. I have no doubt that every word of It is trus, Thus far it Includes two ]

An Inberited consclepece, the legacy Ofl

'—"—i-‘ l'NL 4

T l __

o i'."-‘in]
3 ‘\wl ‘§v=

2

i
' \k\_

o R
Ll

v

e ——

e

&

=

Ll LLadL

-y

|

=
e

¥ 4

gensrntions of Qw%fﬂ.‘lring nncestors, is a
bed plece of property for a latter-day
bawdit to carrcy about with him.

That [8 the” lesson of the worse than
wasted life of Albert Henso Downen, who,
errested for a paltry offence, has of his
own ftes will told the Danver pollee that
he I8 2 murderer many tlmesy over, that
there 12 Blood on s bands and on his
sonl, that his play of erlme s played ont,
that Be wishes they wounld hang him as
soo:t s possible ‘and be done with it

That s where the horn criminal of Lom-
zbroso differs from the black sheop Tn a
good family, of which Downen is the type.
The born criminal foys in his misdolog.
Thé “good fellow gome wrong' hurns, robs;

his confession s true.
Denver, Col., Oct. 27, 1888,

8ctual murders, one assault upon a man with Intent to kill, the shooting of a woman, also the shooting of & Chl-
. Baman and thrée stage robbéries. The remalindeér of the crimes which he confesses are hold-ups.

He will be tried Saturdey, and will probably be convicted of murder In the first degres. He says he has not

t41d half of the story of his erimes, and promises to make another and complete confesslon, sfter he ls sentenced

to the gallows, that will be afvevelation, He certainly is not crazy, and I belleve thoroughly that every word of

Her lifo was despaired of, but she finslly
vogoyered. Dowden thought Mo lnd killed
lier. The Ientlty of the highwarman was
never discloged wuntil Downen mnade hls
confesslon to Chlef Russell at Denver a
J. I. RUBBELL, Chief of Pollice. fow days since.

| Dovmen pext wont to 8an Jose, In ordar

cused Yimgslf of the ‘murder of Joel W.
{ASRWOLth at Denver, on Jine 27. But
there Ware o wHnesses of thls murder and
No way ot establlshing Downen's eonneetion
with it.
any MRL eoulg have accused himself, 1f he
desired \tg 1o Wung. Bot Downen gave the
Chlef of police the particulnrs of another
murder, ralating the story In such o man-

It was a murder of which almpst |

sean o It no lonser.

'lm has devoted to erlme he hns known all a man, ny

kills and chokes down lLis sorrow unt{l be D€F a5.10 leave no doubt of Mg gullt. This
Then be quits. |WRs. QW migted I Califorula more than
Downon Lns quit, Bat be has mide s eleven Feqpg sro. It hud been rogarded ns 4
rovord of ciliie which the anunls of Wrong-|case of 8uluide, | ot It now tarhe ont to hare
doing fn the Wesfern couhtry: will have been one e 1)ig most daring and reckless
hard work to mateh. He is forty-five years murders L, o hlstory of the State. It
old, and I the goarter of ‘& centyry ‘that, was the p ime thet Downen had kifled
am that day to this; he says,
pesica. He told the Denver
Ultlef of F e that ope evening In Jone,
1885, he wng walking In St Jumes's Park,

the sensations fhat sln esn aford to ndjhe bag pg(

------ S 88 Lk

\ “I‘ho mﬁn who has held op rressure-laden

stage conches and rified ihe pockets of In-
offensive oltizens at the polnt of a plstol
has pow thfown up hid hands, Why? B
eause be felt the whold world dgaihst blm,
Infto the arma of the polles he Las fBed for
protectlon from  pursders wha were the
crentures of hils own bmnglnation. Pursued
by the terrors of remorse, Andibg Do peace

at Bin Joes, Cul, when he gaw a tnan wha
bore the appearance of having wealth, He
Jomped In' front of the stranger, and, pulling
a pistol, edmmanded “hauds up.” The
stranger teflsted and Downen  promptly
shot him desd. When this story was tele
graphed to 88 5 Jose from Denver, the Ollef
of Pollea ln tlie former place suld there wis

in nfl his wanderings, dreading every foul-|uo teuth I 1% (3a’ wired to Denver that
stope and shrinking from every shadow, hc“hew Bad beln ‘no murder: in St. James's

now looks to the gallows to free bim from|park that yeur. The followlng day, how.
tite erégtures of his guilty consclenee. Ibe!.e“.r. B oireful search was made of the

rept and qulet which o 1ifé of erime bhad
robbed him of he now belleves cab only
be found In death. “1 have no pleasure,”
sald Downen In his confession of 40,000
ywords to the Denver Obfef of Police, “and
I was afrald of belng arrested at any Hime.
I now wish © puv® the nffalc over as svon
a8 po=sible. so that I wilk not have to spend
much time in jafl"

When taken into conrt before Judge But-
ler at Denver Inst week Downen pro-
tested ongainst having eannsel gssignoed to
him, He lnslsted on pleading gullty. apd
sald he wanted to die qulekly. Neverthe-
feas, tha Court appointed ‘Lowyer Robert

custody upon suspleion of belng cofigerned
in o small robbety, he nsked in see the
(“hlet of Police, and fo thaf official told
of o series of ¢rlmes of which he clalmend
o have been the perpetrotor. These Ine
cluded several murders and g large num.
Lber of sssaults and highway robberies cov-
erlug n period of A quarter of a century,
His story was &b nstonnding as to be in-
eredible,

Downen gave dates and the names of
places and pergans to the Chlef of Pollea;

books of the San Jose police, and thera was
found the evldenca thut Downen's story
was true. f

These books disclosed the fact that on
the morping of June 8, 1585, the body of
& dead mon was found In the northeast cor-
ner of Sr. Jume: ' Park. He had been shot
through the Besd, and a 32 eallbre, six-
shot platel, with one empty chamber, was
found uear the hody. The man was Iden-
tHled as ‘H, Braun, a stringer who had
come 1o 8an Joa a few days befors. The
evidence before the Coromer's Jury was
mengre, And a4  yverdict of sulclde was
brought [n, Downen explafned last week

Jose that Downen was telling the troth,
Chief Russell, of the Denver police, net to
wwork to verlfy, 8o far as possible, évery one
of the numerons celmes of which this con-
sclence-gtriken man accused himself. They
make an appsiling Hat. His crimes around
Denver alone, where Downen has been
ldentified nn the miysterlous lone highway-
man who rode a yeliow bleycls, are enough
toi pluce Lim In the front ranks of the
knlglits of the road.

~Alpert Hence Dow?ien was born near Den-

fand askeq that they be'investiznted, He ac

SOTING - OF MISS- CAHIL"

ver. TIe nppears to have been the ono biack
‘gheep of iz family. | His parents were woll-
to-do and highly rm\-upw-:'ed, nnd his aged
mother Is now Ilving) with one of her sons
near Ih.zemnn. Mont, David Downen, an-
othor som, is g prospirona ranchman living
tiear Salt Loke City, |

Downen appears to have been predisposed
toward & criminad lifel, The pollee of Den-
.ver bave dug out fr m ghe musty files of
the District-Attorne: offiee an, nld indiet-
ment fotingd agalnst 'm in 1873 for what
wis perhiaps His firs  rime. Facly in that
year he was arcest: i stealtig a mule
from n brother of wmty  Commisstoner
Twombley. He was wad over for teiel
and relensed In $40U 4], but he skipped
ot for Callfornin a the bond was for-
Toited.

After renching Cali
wns then twenty-onk
work In n saw mill
lare. Connty. He bpor
the Wells Fatgo agen
Qny learned that $i.4
away the next njght,
came Lis seruples an.
bold up the stage. H:
farorable locntion, but
driver changed his ro
plans were frustrated.

nln, Downen, who
mrs old, went to
ir Visalla, in Tu-
& acgualnteds; with
it Vigalla and one
WAS to Dbl sent
is cupldity over-
W determined to
Wid i walt at a
#ome renson thé
and Bownen's

In describiug his first stage robbery the
prisoner sald: 1 was disappolated In oot
securing the $0,000 aond concluded o try
ngein the péxt night, and thls time T svo-
ceeded nnd gectired $525 from the treasure
box and passengers,

‘I was somewhat mervous; but made n
go0d bluff and ealled upon imuginary corn-
fedorates to cover the driver and passen-
ers with guns: T made the people get down
and Jine up along the rondside and robbed
them. Vest Townsend, the driver, In nak-
Ing 4 report of the hold-up, sald there
wers at leust o dosen robbers In the gang,
I never worked with an necomplice. A few
idaye later 1 rode on n train in company
Wwith the Sherif of Tolare County and
talked with him about the robbery,™

This was the turning point In Downen's
career. He lad fled from justice at Den-
ver, It Is true. But the charge of steallng
4 mule was o paliry one, and he made oné
varnest effort to earn an honpst lvlong and
lend s respectable lfe. But after hils first
stage robbery be abandonod himsclf fo a
Iife of erlme. He fiever afrerwand msde a
sorions sffort to become a  decent, law-
ablding citizen:

When e had rebbbed the Callfornla stage
e savd a genge of Insecurlty began to
worty him. -He became nervous and fest-
less.  Previousiy he bad oniy stolen & domb
anlmal, Bnt now he bad held a londed
plgtol At a human belng's hegd and com-
mitied 4 erlme for which bhe could be
banged. Vague terrors began fo possess his
mind, He wans opposed to organized so-
oloty, He had deficd the moral nnd the
fegal colle,

So he resoived to sabandon himseif to the
life of érime in which he had commenced.
Confllent of his own ability to defy the
lw sliigle-handed, he set sbout planuing
suother stige robbers. Downen says 1o
his voluminous eonfesgion that after & visi
to Sgo Franelspo, 8t. Lonle asd Denver
upos the proveec of his Arst stage robbery

out what he calls " with guccess,
In making his « however, Downel
stola a horse, and for this he wna arrested.
He Imagined he wos wanted for the stage
robliery, which he contessed, whereas if he
had kept qulet he wonld Luove beon chorged
only with the theft of the horse. He wid
tried anil cénvicted and sentenced to twen-
ty-two yeass' inprisonment at the San
Quentin Prison.

0Y was told,” sayd Downpen ln his ‘con-

| femsion, “that 12 I would behave mysell in

prison I would not have to serve 4 long
sentence and wonld be pardoned, After be-
ing imprisoned seven yours I became &
trusty In the lnundey, and, stealfog sowe
¢tothing from a goard, I esenped, sod sfier
travelling at night for a week 1 found 1
had not moved twenty miles from the
prison.

“1 lived on frait dnrlfg the time, but, be-
coming hmngry, L bDogged for something to
ant ot Willlam Brown's ranch, near Peta-
Juma. - The women in the honse gave me 4
good supper, which 1 was eatlpg when
Brown returneil home,

«Brown recognized me from a deschiption
sent out by the prison anthorities and, with
& gun In his hand, sit down between me
and tlie door. I finfshed my supper and,
gotting up, Browh levelled hls gun nt me
and told me to surrender. I refused and
e shot me In the neclk. 1 knooked Lim
down with o heavy lamp, setting firé to
the house, and ram Brown empfied hls
revolvar and fifle at me, but 1 escaped to
the mpuntaing
In the mountalng, Downen snys, e was
| worried and hnvasged by fears of recup-
ture. He kfiew thet the counfry was, be-
Ing seoured for bim. 4
1 wallted,' says he. “nntf] 1 reached a

| small town, and was whot af by tha nlght

to make a show of enrning a living he dld
some work for n seefiman, named Meggott,
but mesnwhile he committed every small
robhery which was offered. Tt wos at this
time that hls first murder ocourred. The
man he ‘shot in St. Jomes's Park be had
never seen before. The only reason hp
klllod him was berause “ho seemed to have
some money,” as Dovwnen now says.

Diownen pext roboed & Mexlgan woman.

wntehman and went on to Sneramento,
The night T arrived there Pollceman Hunt
wne murdered, and T loft town to ovold ar-
rest as a dosploious charnoter.” 1
Downen now felt bhimself an ontlaw.
He was remdy for nny deaperate deed.
He hgd volontarily adopted a life of corime
and onep committed to It there wns no
turnlng back. As an esoaped conviet he

knew that recaplure might ovortake him
In amy State In the Union or in any
country, and that no lapse of tline yonld
help Wim., The hopelessoess of 8 erfmlnal!
Nfe began to impress itself upon his mind.|
He sads he acquired the furtive look chai-
acteristie of oli jallbirds snd criminals.
At Saeramento Downen managed to trade
# blanket for @ gun and then he took to
thie woods tp escope urrest for the murder

For this be was arrested and trled, and
sentenced to o term of seven years ot Ban
Quentin. H en joined gome other pris-
oners in a p to esonpe from the prison
from which bhe had begn released a short
time previously, In eseaping, however,
Downen fell ft8m a ladder on the prison
wall and broke hls right leg, becoming
crlppled for Jife. He was recaptured with-
In a weelk. Then he served out his den-

uf Pollepming Funt, altlough be had BAdly o0 4g goon as he way released ho went

(open country he expected to And hls prey, giary. For this he was gentenced to two
Nothing it a bold and darlng robber¥ ivaars, which he served. Upon belng re-
guch ns thnt for which be bsd been 'm'ilmued he went to Park County, Mont,
mitted to prison would, ho felt, give himiyhere he stole 31,500 worth of Jewelty,
new confidence in his powers and coODVIDCE Thils he buried one dark nignt near Living-
him that hls years In prison bad notlgtona, and was never again able to find the
weakened his cournge or sapped hls nerve. gpot, 7

uothing to do with the erime, Out fn the ¢, gpokane. There he committed m bur- |

It was near Trucksée that the firat oppor-
tanity occurred for roblery. Hwe enconn-
tered two men In the road and proceeded
to bold them tp. He jumped In front of
themn with the comband:

“Phrow vp your hands'| f

The twvo Californians obedlently followed
Downen's command and allowed Lhim to go
throngh thelr pockets without offeribg re-
slstanee, Then Downen went to Colfnx.
He lounged about the town for a few days
keeping his pyes and ears open. He wob
ready for fight ot o moment's notlce, and
If need be be would Oght for his life, He
was nlso ready for any desperate deed that
oftercd o chance of proft. In the course
of his stay I Colfax Downen heard of a
local Chinaman who was nbout to n to
hip native lnnd. BEnowlng the hablte of the

and he resolved to follow him and take it
The Chinnman stnrted snt of Colfdx with

After vislting ogden, Salt Leke nnd
Oheyenne, Downen early this year came
to Denver, his old home. He went to

Btont street. He pretended to have busl-
ness at thé other sod of the elty. Ha
bought a yellow blcyele and occaslonally
took .a ride at nlght. It has now Deen
found that these night rides coinclda with
# serles of robberies that have bigen taking
place abont Denver sinee early In Moy
Here 14 the st

May T—W. A. 'Hopkins, at Blyria.
May 113, R ncﬁ§nu’d. In Flighlande
Jute 27—Joel Ashworth was murdered.
WJoly 11—T. W. Chapman. rohhed nenr
Lakewood schoolhonse, In Hlghlinds, and
Jobn Willlams, robbed at the same place
fn hour Jater,

July 14—Mesdnmes Wagner and Webb,

M. Foote to met for the prisomer. In thw|” : % AT “e. Thets ho | Callfornla  Chinamen he luguired  bow | near Rocky Mountaln Lanke,

. meanwhile n careful Investigntion has been t_ll'“t‘] Lie bad placea thie plstol besids his a:ﬂf:‘;‘:ﬁ “ pn:he securing | MUch money this man was taking back| July 20—F. L. Logan, on Sherldan boule:
made into the mnrvallous storr of erime|' ' ' consldernble  plut ore con- | With hhm to Ohinn. He learned that the| [July 22—Mike White whe shot, Mike 1“‘
minted by Downen.  When frst taken into| Convineed by whnt e leurned from San fidenoe in himgel: _hie carried | Chlnomno hnd drawn $2,000 from a bank|Eensle was shot at the same’ place the

Downen an his grall. When they reached
a lonely ‘mountaln pass Downen aprang
In front pf him.
ever, ran. toward g Ligh olf.

and was' killed. Downen returned to
Truckep without having séeurpd (he money.

By this time Downtn bad had lngrained
m hiz'nature all the characteriatics of the
habittual erl  wl. He was the kind of
man  experigaoed  deétectives would plck
oiit of a erowd simply by thelr looks ns
‘susplelons characters These tralts of the
erithinal which he wns nonble to eoncenl
Ied to ‘hig grrest In Truckee unlmost nx
Boon as he bad pur foot In the town, The
authorities were looking for the murderer
of Pollcomagn Hunt, and Downen's appear-
ance was go mnch against him that they
arrested hitn on sight.

Ro great wos the Jocal Infignation that
Pownen feared he wonld be Iynched. Bo
he vonfegsed who he was, told of hls es-
eape from 8Ban Quentin Prison, and wns
sunt back there. Herve for ten long yoars
Ilownsn workeidl mmong the other thieyves
and crooks wha dwell within ifs gloomy
walls. Thed Governor Stonewman, of Call-
fornia, pardoned him,

Diownen went to Sdnta Clara and again,
took up the lifée of a higliwayman, On
the night of VFebriary 21, 1835, o yoong
man oumed Dreschmesel and two young
women, Maggie Cobll and Mollle Cannvan,
lert Santa Olurn 1o o ougey for Ban Josd.
As they Peached the Alomeda Downen
Jumped trom behind i trée and commanded
them to halt. Dreichmeyer whipped up the
hovses and  Downen: fired. The ballet

The Chioamdn, how-.
Dowuen |
opensd fire on him, but the Chinamaxn|
redched the edge of the ellff and fell over!

struck Miss Gabil In the right skouider.

pamne q’fgh%
July 23— .mrnﬁu met Capthln Tottle and
B R S a s b

i . M., Keever un men
were robbed. y s

¢r 30—Rabert L, Knpe was held
up near the Latgfellow sachoolhoyss,
Ootober  15—Mrs, Lammers  wns
robbed hear Riverside Cemetery,

October 18—-Mark Morris w:sr;n!tl' up and
tobibed at Henderson.

A curious regret eXpreassed hy Downen |s
that he robbed s womgn In ] cemetery., He

now thinks It was a deseceation of the
dead.

board with Mrs. Lichenheld, ot No, 1621,
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